Year 9– Gap Year - USA–San Francisco Quakes

Lesson Aims

Pupils have just been to Mexico and learned about Migration to the USA. Pupils will now travel up the West Coast to San Francisco and learn about the dangers of Earthquakes and how to survive them

Key Questions

· What causes earthquakes?

· Why people live in Earthquake areas?

· What is the human impact of earthquakes?

Resources

· Web site: http://www.geo-world.org/earthquake 

· Audio Files of 911 calls 1989 San Francisco Earthquake – on ibook

· OHP – San Francisco, Earthquake probability OHP’s

· Photocopied worksheets - Earthquakes

Differentiation

All pupils should be able to understand the human impacts of earthquakes.

Activities and Timing

1. Talk about San Francisco. What do pupils know? Has anyone been – Share with class. Show OHP of three famous sites in San Francisco – Can pupils identify them – Task – Pupils write down these sites in their books, including how they know about them (10 mins)
2. Show pupils OHP of probability of Earthquake 6.7 on Richter Scale occurring and talk about what this means.(5 mins)
3. What causes earthquakes? Test pupils knowledge. Use slinky to show movement of earthquake waves (20 mins)
4. 911 Emergency calls at time of 1989 San Francisco earthquake (20 mins) 

5. Plenary: What are the human impacts of an earthquake? (5 mins)
Homework

Pupils to explore earthquake resources and links on the geo-world.org site (The Beal Geography Site)

