Why don't India and Pakistan get on? 
When India gained independence from Britain in 1947, it was divided into two: 
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*
India (mainly Hindu) 

*
Pakistan (mainly Muslim) 

Many Muslims and Hindus found themselves on the wrong side of the new border. Half a million people died in violence. 

Since that time, the two countries have been struggling for control of a region known as Kashmir. 

Why is Kashmir so important? 
Both India and Pakistan claim the mountainous region of Kashmir belongs to them. 

The Pakistanis say that Kashmir should have become part of Pakistan in 1947 because most of its population are Muslims. 

India claims Kashmir because the Maharaja in Kashmir handed over various powers to India in 1947. 

There has never been a referendum to ask the opinion of the people who live there.
Who lives in Kashmir? 
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 Kashmir is home to some 12 million people. The region is divided in two: 

*
Indian-administered Kashmir to the east and south (about nine million people) 

*
Pakistani-administered Kashmir to the north and west (about three million people) 

On the Indian side, the region forms part of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

It is over 60% Muslim, making it the only state within India where Muslims are in the majority. 

There are also groups of armed militants in Kashmir, many with radical views. India blames some of the more extreme groups for key terrorist attacks in the country.

Is there a danger of war? 
Tension between the two countries has increased recently. The situation is made worse when there are terrorist attacks against Indian cities. 

India and Pakistan have twice gone to war over Kashmir - in 1947-8 and in 1965. 
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In 1971, India and Pakistan fought again over independence in Bangladesh.

 Do India and Pakistan have nuclear weapons? 

Many people are worried because both sides have been developing nuclear weapons. 

In 1998, both India and Pakistan announced they had conducted several underground nuclear tests. 

These test explosions were widely criticised throughout the world. 

Now many countries, including Britain and America, have called for peace between India and Pakistan.
