GG1: Physical Environments
Generalisation A: Global tectonic processes, hazards and response.
"Earthquakes and volcanoes are major hazards in tectonically active environments of the world. There are differing human responses to these events."
1. Global tectonic processes (landforms, boundaries,volcanoes, earthquakes, secondary hazards).

1. Tectonic hazards (interaction of tectonic processes and human activity, threat to people).

1. Impacts of tectonic activity (types of; comparison of two contrasting events).

1. Range of responses (modification of effects and vulnerability; comparison of two contrasting events).

Generalisation B: Drainage basins: hydrology and selected landforms.
"The drainage basin operates as a system with inputs, flows, stores and outputs. Water and sediment move through the system. The characteristics of the system depend upon a range of physical and human factors."
1. The drainage basin as a system, flood hydrographs and river regimes.

1. Influence of physical and human factors on the passage of water through drainage basins (comparative analysis of hydrographs and regimes of differing basins).

1. Major landform features produced by erosion, transport and deposition of one floodplain (field investigation possible).

1. The causes and effects of flooding (causes and impacts of flooding in two contrasting drainage basins).

Generalisation C: Small scale ecosystems.
"An ecosystem consists of an ordered and highly integrated community of plants and animals together with the abiotic elements of the environment. Human action can cause changes in a small scale ecosystem."
1. Structures of an ecosystem (trophic levels) and biotic components (producers, consumers, niche).

1. Functioning of a small scale ecosystem (energy flows, nutrient cycling).

1. Links and interactions within one small scale ecosystem (development of one soil type, influence of microclimate).

1. The ecosystem is a dynamic system (seres, climatic climax, human activity and ‘plagioclimax’).

· NB: Field investigation possible for all/each of 1-4.

GG2: Human Environments
Generalisation A: Dynamic populations.
"Natural rates of population change vary globally over space and time. These variations give rise to changes in population size and demographic character and pose significant challenges and opportunities."
1. Population change reflects changes in fertility and mortality over time (demographic transition model, stages, is fifth stage a valid concept?).

1. Factors influencing variations in fertility and mortality (examination of contrasting countries).

1. Characteristic age-sex structure of DTM stages (pyramids and dependency ratios for three contrasting countries - expanding, stabilising, decreasing).

1. Demographic characteristics of countries present challenges and opportunities (shrinking labour pool and old-age dependency; expanding labour pool and youth dependency).

Generalisation B: Aspects of rural change.
"Regional change is occuring in some MEDCs as population and employment are decentralising. This counter-urbanisation process complicates attempts to distinguish between urban and rural areas. The increasing but selective use of the countryside for residential, industrial and leisure purposes has many impacts on the rural area, and may lead to conflict between different interest groups. There is a need for careful management."
1. Counterurbanisation is characterised by a shift of people and employment from metropolitan to non-metropolitan areas. Rural-urban distinction becoming blurred. (Census data analysis comparing metro areas and rural areas in an MEDC.)

1. Causes of population and employment growth in one non-metropolitan region (transport & communications, quality of life, attractiveness for business).

1. Within one rural area, nature and extent of changes in population and employment vary in relation to accessibility to urban centre, scenic quality and planning decisions. (Field investigation of villages possible here.)

1. Changes in rural areas have consequences. Conflict between newcomers and established residents in one area (increased house prices, holiday homes). Demand for rural leisure space and recreation in one area (eg impact of a golf course). Study of one planning policy illustrating need to balance demands (eg a national park).

Generalisation C: Changing urban environments in MEDCs. (Growth and decline in an urban area.)

"Changing urban patterns of growth and decline at a local scale are a response to demographic, economic, social and political forces. Urban decision-makers have implemented various policies to improve and regenerate areas of decline; this may encourage re-urbanisation."
1. Population movements lead to spatial patterns of segregation (and deprivation).

1. Reasons for deprivation and segregation (demographic, economic,cultural, political).

1. Shifts in the economy create areas of growth and decline within cities - decline in the core and suburbanisation at the urban rural fringe of one MEDC urban area.

Urban decision-makers in one urban area have implemented policies to tackle deprivation and decline (enquiry exercise).
