COASTS - SAMPLE ESSAY TITLES 
(you would have 45 minutes in the 1h 30m examination to answer one of these essays)

1. Examine the importance of marine processes in shaping coastlines with reference to stretches of coastline you have studied.
[45]

2. With reference to one or more stretches of coastlines:

a) Explain the reasons for the rapid erosion of some coastlines
[20]

b) Discuss the relative importance of coastal management in such an 

area or areas. [25]

3.

a) Explain what is meant by the following terms – drift-aligned beaches; swash aligned beaches; wave refraction and fetch.[20]

b) Describe and explain how waves influence the profiles of beaches. [25]

4. With reference to a named length of coastline, assess the role of rock type and geological structure in the formation of coastal landforms.
[45]

5. For a named length of coastline, examine the factors that influence the formation of:

(a) cliffs; [25]

(b) bays; [20]

6. For a named area examine the factors that influence coastal landforms. [45]

7. To what extent do rock type and geological structure influence the shape and form of a coastal environment that you have studied? [45]

8. For a named stretch of coastline: 

(a) explain why coastal erosion is occurring.[20]

(b) Discuss the coastal management schemes that could be used to protect it. [25]

9. With reference to named examples, examine the reasons for and the consequences of coastal management strategies. [45]

10. With reference to a coastline case study, discuss the benefits and drawbacks of environmental management schemes. [20]

11. 

(a) Explain the causes of relative changes in sea-level since the last glaciation.[20]

(b) Discuss the environmental consequences of such changes for a named length of coastline. [25]

12.

(a) Explain why global sea level may experience long term changes. [20]

(b) Examine the consequences of such changes on a coastal environment that you have studied. [25]

13. For a coastal ecosystem you have studied 

(a) Describe and explain how the environment has formed.
[20]

(b) Describe the ways in which human and natural factors have led to its change development over time.
[25]

14.

(a)Distinguish between isostatic and eustatic sea level change. [20]

(b) Examine the causes of and human responses to sea level change.
[25]

15.Examine the role of vegetation in coastal development in two of the following habitats: (a) sand dunes; (b) Salt-marshes; (c) Shingle spits.[45]

16.Examine the impacts of human activity on coastal change.
[45]

(a) Explain how the longshore movement of beach material may affect the shape of the coastline.[20]

(b) In what ways do people modify this process and with what effects? [25]

17.The morphology of the coastline is the product of rock type of structure rather than of process. Discuss.
[45]

