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Lesson 1 – What caused the tsunami and what were its impacts?

Aims:

1. To know the causes of mega thrust earthquakes and how the Indian Ocean tsunami was triggered

2. To know some of the short-term impacts of the event.

Equipment:

Powerpoint presentation, projector and computer, starter activity sheets and main activity sheets

Activities:

1. Pupils to use the starter activity to see how much they already know about tsunami’s. Pupils to complete then swap, mark and feedback (10 mins)

2. Show Powerpoint presentation and help explain the animation if necessary (10 mins)

3. Pupils to complete TSUNAMI! Activity sheet and copy paragraph into books (25 mins)

4. Pupils to draw the International Tsunami warning symbol in their books (5 mins)

5. Plenary: Explore why the tide appeared to go out first before the tsunami (part of the ocean bed fell by several feet causing the trough of the wave to appear before the crest) (5-10 mins)

